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Forinnvicn, 2d Detember 1787. 


AT a General Mecting of the Society in Scotland for promoting 


Religious Knowledge among the Poor, 


epo, | 
THAT the thanks of this Society be given to the Rev. Dr Johnſton 
for his excellent Sermon; and that he be requeſted to furniſh the So- 
eiety with the as with e to print it. N 


Hos Arius een, Sec. 
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To 


THE SOCIETY FOR. 
PROMOTING RELICIOUS KNOWLEDGE 


AMONGST THE POOR, 


The following Sermon, 


PREACHED AND PUBLISHED AT THEIR DESIRE, 


1 


RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED | 
2 Y | 
' THEIR MOST OBEDIENT 


„ AND MOST HUMBLE SERVANT 


THE AUTHOR. 


— > = 


—— —— 
— . — rene ee — 2 


* 


0 — — 
—— ꝛ— 1mTT—„ lo hen an 


J \ a 


Wh * 44 obs ge 


4 


—— 


* 
" 
» 
R 
. 
fl 
. 
, 
. 
Cc 
i 
ö : - 
* * 
| 
j i x 
! 4 ; 
7 . 
4 5 
yen 7 
— 2 nn 
, 
o 4 0 
t — 
he o 
* 
4 
, 
© . 
[2 4 
* 
* ” * * 
$ | 
' 
: 
* . 
p * 
* — 
. 
* 
* 
1 
F * . 
F * 9 - 
- . * 
* 1 4 0 
2 p 
— * 1 
- 1 4 n 
8 Yy . N. 
* 
82 
4 
i 
f ” 
2 - - 
2 
- 
> 
. 
1 * 
9 1 
- 
- 
4 
; 
R . i 
8 » : 
. 4 — 
4 — 
þ 5 2 2 
" 1 22 „ 
— . AAS Eon i 
* % 
— * 
md 1 
FE.” N 0 0 ek th 
s yt „ G r ẽmm•e• ͥ q — , maar 
3 —ð— —ͤ —k[—k— — — = — — — ods — E——— — u 


— ä3 ee er ER Is 


THE 


2 


| 1 ö EINOUSNESS » ax. AGGRAVATION | 
A | OF ES 
T HE 1 


* 


Lt bin that ole gal no more, 


FAY T not fafely affirm, that there 
1 has ſeldom been a time in which 
a greater number of thefts have been 


committed, than of late, in this neigh- 


bourhood and country? Scarce a night 
paſſes in which ſome houſe or ſhop is 


not broke open, and property carried 
off, in open defiance of all laws human 


and divine. Numbers amongſt us ſee 


2 
* 
: 2 - 
- 


to have caſt off, not only the fear of 


Gov, but all regard to human autho- 


| . Like the unzulh Reward? in the pa- 


rable, 8 


- 


* 1 


rable, To dig they cannot ; to beg le are 
_ aſhamed; and as they muſt ſubſiſt by ſome. 
means, they have recourſe to thoſe which 


are the moſt guilty and criminal. How 


many, forgetful of character and every 

thing dear to men and chriſtians, have 
facrificed them all for unlawful gain, and 
brought themſelves to an untimely death! 
It is deeply to be regretted, that in a 
country like this, where fo much reli- 

gious knowledge abounds, and where 
the principles of religion and morals are 
ſo frequently inculcated, ſuch numbers 
ſhould be entire ſtrangers to thoſe prin- : 
ciples, and addicted to the groſſeſt crimes. 


That I may contribute my humble en- 5 


deavours to check a principle of diſ- 
honeſty, I have made choice of theſe 
words of the Apoſtle; ; from which, it Wal 

be my buſineſs, 5 | z 


1 Firſt, To 3 the 5 . ag- | 
gravared nature of Theft. 


5 And, ſecondly, To give a few 3 | 
which, by the Divine bleſſing, may be 

of uſe to reſtrain you from ſo criminal 
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I begin with repreſenting che heinous 


| and aggravated nature of TOES 


And \ firſt, It is an open contempt of the 
Divine authority. None, I preſume, will 
deny the undoubted right which the Al- 
mighty hath to preſcribe laws to the crea- 
tures he hath made. Having given them a 


place in his world, and endowed them with 
reaſon and underſtanding, he may enact 


what ſtatutes he pleaſeth, for the govern- 
ment of their conduct. I he not that 


| great Legiſlator who is able to ſave and 10 
 defiroy ? Hence, when God created man 


at firſt, he engraved a law upon his heart; 


to be a light to bis feet, and a lamp to hit 


paths; and when that in a great meaſure 
became effaced by his apoſtacy and tranſ- 
greſſion, he was pleaſed to renew it again 


upon Mount Sinai, and to inſcribe it 


upon ſtone, that it might be preſerved 


more durable and laſting. There never 


was ſo comprehenſive, ſo conciſe, ſo per- 
fect a ſyſtem of morals, as that which 


the Ten Commandments contain. They 
were delivered with awful ſolemnity, in 
the midſt of thunders and lightning and 


terrible majeſty, in order to make deep 


impreſſion upon the minds of the Iſrael- 
A 2 2 | ites, 


1 


ites, untl e excite them fo obedience. Thou 
ſhall not ical, is one of the ſacred number; 
and the obſervation of it is eſſential to 
the exiſtence and well-benig of ſociety. 

Whoever acknowledges Gop as his 80 
vereign and Lord; muſt reckon himſelf 
bound to obey whatever he hath com- 
manded. Is he not wiſe in counſel, and 


mighty in ſtrength ? Doth not he beſt 


know what is moſt for the happineſs of 
his ſubjects, and is it not their duty to 
yield ſubmiſſion ? And yet one would 
think, that the eighth commandment 
was none of the Ten, or to be found in 
any one page of this bleſſed book. Ho-] 
many ſeem to have erazed it from their 
Bibles as an obnoxious ſtatute, and un- 
worthy of regard! With what eaſe do 
they invade the property of their neigh- 


5 bour, and rob him of his ſubſtance! Un- 


reſtrained by every principle of juſtice 
and honeſty, they openly violate them, 
whenever their ſloth or their covetouſ- 
neſs inſtigate them, Is it thus ye con- 
temi the authority of the Almighty, and 
_ trample his laws under your feet? Have 
you forgotten the power with which he 
18 pron. and i the N he is cap- 

| | | able | 


131 


able of inflicing : Who bath an arm bike 
God, or who tan thunder with a voice like 
bit? Had you been at the foot of Mount 
Sinai when tlie lightnings- flaſhed and 
the thunder roared; would you not, like 
Moſes, have exceedingly feared and quaked ? 
would you not have ſtood in awe to of- 
fend ? would you not have vowed like 
the Iſraelites, AI: thee things will we do, 
and be obedient? What though he now 
ſpeaks to us in the fill ſmall voice of the 
_ Gofpcl, and hath publiſhed terms of peace 


and reconciliation to tranſgreſſors; He 


will not ſuffer his commandments to be 
wilfully troden under foot: I came nut, 
ſaith Cbriſt, to deftiroy the law, but 10 fulfil = 
it. Reflect, I beſeech you, on the aggra- 
vated nature of diſregarding the Divine 
authority; methinks, it diſcovers an un- 
feeling, a froward, an abandoned mind. 
What opinion would you have of a ſon 
who deſpiſed the authority of his Parent, 
of a ſervant who diſobeyed the orders of 
his Maſter, of a ſubje& who diſregarded 
the acts of the Legiſlature? Have not 
| theſe been accounted enormous offences 
in every age of the world? Have not the 
guilty bern treated with rigour and ſe- 


7 e ? 


. 


61 


verity? And hn muſt we think of thoſe 


who pour contempt upon the command- 
ments of the Almighty ? Is it not a ſtill 
more aggravated tranſj preſſion? Does not 


the offence riſe in proportion to the dig- . 


nity of the perſon againſt whom it is 
committed? Believe me, he cannot be in- 


ſenſible of the inſult offered to him, and 
will not ſuffer it to paſs with impunity, 


Muſt he not be avenged of thoſe who 
* Pre din 


In che foul alone; theft and diſho- , 


| neſty are ſubverſive of the intereſts and 


peace of mankind, If we will not abſtain - 
from thoſe crimes from a reſpect to the 


Divine authority, we ought to avoid 


them from a regard to our own happi- 


neſs, The very exiſtence of ſociety de- 
pends on the principles of juſtice and 


| honeſty being preſerved ſacred and in- 


violable. Were theſe to be departed from, 


anarchy and confuſion, oppreſſion and 
violence, rapine and plunder, muſt enſue. 


It is of vaſt conſequence to trade and in- 


duſtry, and a great encouragement to 


them, that every one's property is ſecured 


to him by _— and the adminiſtration of 


Juſtice. | 


17 
juſtice, Who would live in a country 
where he could not call that his own 
which he had earned perhaps with the 
ſweat of his brow, and the labour of his 
hands? Who would toil for daily bread, 
if he was to be deprived of it the mo- 


ment he acquired it, by the hands of the : 


ſons of violence ? What would the mean- 


eſt, pooreſt perſon amongſt us, ſay, if his 
little pittance was to be taken from him 


by thieves and robbers? Would he not 
complain of it, and juſtly, as a wrong and 
injury done to him? Would he not pur- 
| ſue the guilty creature with all the ven- 
geance of the law, and plead for redreſs ? 
And canſt thou do to another what thou 
thyſelf condemneſt ? Can that be inno- 
cent in thee, which is criminal in thy 
neighbour ? Muſt not diſhoneſty be the 


- ſame in whomſoever it is found, and 5 


render him an object of puniſhment — 
Accordingly, all Legiſlators have adopt- 
ed the eighth commandment into their 


SZtatute Book, and made the breach 


of it, in many caſes, a capital offence. 

How many have ſuffered upon a gibbet 
for theft and robbery ! Do not a greater 

| n die for theſe crimes than for any 


other i 5 


*” : 


K 4 1 
. But perhaps 1 it will be pled as an 
apology for diſhoneſty, that what is ſtolen 
s oft· times a trifling matter, and the per- 
fon who received the injury could eaſily 
ſpare it. It may be ſo: But will this 
ever conſtitute à right in thee to what is 
thy: neighbour's, or juſtify thy robbery? 
Is not the ſmalleſt trifle as much his pro- 
perty as that which is of greater worth? 
Perhaps he puts a higher value upon it 
than upon ſomething of greater conſe- 
quence. Beſides, if thou once departeſt 
from the ſtrict rule of honeſty, there is 
no faying where thou mayeſt ſtop. Thy 
deſires may increaſe, as the opportunities, 
of gratifying them occur. Have not all 
thieves commonly begun with ſmall 
things, and then proceeded to greater 
tranſgreſſions? The conſcience, at firſt 
 hvyely and tender, remonſtrates againſt 
every departure from rectitude; but when 
repeated violence is offered to it, it be- 
comes hardened, and ceaſes to be a re- 
prover. This conſideration I would parti- 
cCularly addreſs to ſervants, who often al- 
lo themſelves in pilfering from their ma- 
ſters, things of no great conſequence, bag 
| ym betray 1 them! into greater iniquity. 


Does 5 


— 


1s 1 


Dos it not Ediferoricn a diſhoneſt principle, 
which, if not checked, may be attended 
with fatal conſequences ? Is it not a ſtain 


in thy reputation, and a blot in thy cha- 


racter? May it not occaſion thy diſmiſſal 
from a family where perhaps thou waſt 


happy, and make thee be caſt upon the 


world without a houſe to cover thee ? Be 
aſſured, that no family will admit a diſ- 


honeſt perſon into it if their character 


is known, and thou mayeſt be univerſ- 
ally ſhunned as a dangerous member of 
| ſociety. Be, therefore, on thy guard againſt 
the very appearance of evil, Put thy hand 


as ſoon into the fire, as touch that which 


is the property of thy neighbour. En- 


dieavour to keep a conſeience void of offence, 


both towards God, and towards man. 
But, theft is not only ſubverſive of the 
Intereſt, but of the peace and comfort of 
ſociety. With what fatal conſequences 
have midnight aſſaults and robberies been 
attended? Have they not excited the 


© moſt alarming apprehenſions, and the 
_ moſt diſtracting fears? Have not women 


and children been thrown into the moſt 
painful agitations, and the moſt violent 


en Have not lunacy and death 
„ 


\ 


(1 ! 


been ſometimes the effect of midnight 
robberies? Who would be the occaſion 
of ſuch dreadful calamities for any ac- 


quiſition? The gain of a world would 


be too dear a purchaſe. What an high 

| aggravation. of guilt, to have a fellow- 
creature's peace of mind, his comfort, his 

reaſon, perhaps his very blood, —_— 
to ay account! FR 


In ther third PRES theft and diſho- | 


neſty involve the guilty oft-times in 
_ ſhame and miſery. Perhaps they may 


eſcape for a while undetected, and may 


plume themſelves in their art and ſe- 
. _ erecy ; they may flatter themſelves that 


no eye ſeeth them, and that they paſs in 


the world for perſons of ſome integrity 


5 | How are _ W to ſculk in caves 


and uprightneſs. But, what ſignifies ſuch 
a deception, when Gop and their own 
conſciences know the fallacy of it? Muſt 
not their own minds diſapprove their 
conduct, and in a retired hour upbraid 
them with being rogues and villains? By 
and by a ſuſpicion of their character 
ſpreads abroad, and the meſſengers of 
Juſtice are employed to apprehend them. 


and 


tw] 


5 and dens of the earth like beaſts of prey, 
and to ſhun the ſociety of every one but 
of their partners in guilt ! Driven from 
place to place, they are in conſtant terror 
of detection, and of being delivered into 
the hands of the civil magiſtrate. At laſt 
they are apprehended, and exhibited to 
the world as ſpectacles of infamy and re- 
proach; a diſgrace to their kindred, a 
peſt to ſociety, a diſhonour to human 
nature. Canſt thou figure thyſelf, thou 


ſon of diſhoneſty, drag'd alongſt the 


ſtreets like an ox to the ſlaughter ; con- 
fined in a cloſe and lonely priſon ; fed 
on the moſt ſcanty fare; and ſuffering 
all the hardſhips of a miſerable captivity? | 
Canſt thou realize the day of ſolemn 
trial, when thou ſhalt be ſiſted before the 


Tutu of Juſtice ; arraigned by the 
public proſegutor; found guilty by un- 


- ter re witneſſes; and ſentenced 
to die by a righteous Judge ? Canſt thou 
ſuppoſe thyſelf remanded back to jail ; 
fed on bread and water; thy hands and 
feet loaded with irons ; and ſuffering all 

the anguiſh of a guilty conſcience? Canſt 
thou figure thyſelf led out to execution; 


5 . by guards and the miniſters 
| „ „„ * | 


L 12 * 
of Juſtice ; ſuſpended upon a Fa be- 
tween heaven and earth; and having that 
life cut off, in the bloom of youth per- 
haps, which might have been protracted 
to a good old age, and have been uſeful 


do ſociety? Canſt chou reflect on all theſe : 


things, and not be filled with horror? 
Aͤrt thou not apt to exclaim, Gop forbid 
that ſuch things ſhould befal me! Yet 
theſe are oft-times the fatal conſequences 
oſ diſhoneſty. Could I ſuppoſe any one 
in this audience addicted to theft, I would 
aſk, Have you no regard to character, to 
liberty, to life? Is ill-gotten gain and diſ- 
honeſt wealth to be acquired at the ex- 
pence of all? Have you no ſhame, no 
virtuous principle left, no concern for 
your own happineſs ? Have you caſt off - 
all ſenſe of reputation, all fear of God, all 
_ "dread of another world? Are you will- 
ing to involve yourſelves in a life of 
| guilt, and to expoſe yourſelves to a latter 
end of reproach and miſery ? Is it poſ- 
| ible that any can be ſo worthleſs and 
abandoned? Ir is indeed ſhocking to re- 
flect, how many young perſons there are 
who, before they have acquired any other 
knowledge almoſt, are dextrous in pick- 


ing 


r 7 ts — AEGIS ]?˙é1 —— 
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ig locks and pockets, and in 105 the abr 
arts of diſhoneſty. Are not the bulk of 


thoſe who are committed for theft, gene- 


rally under ao years of age? Is it not 
painful to think that they ſhould be ſo 
early loſt, to Gop, to themſelves, to ſo- 


ciety? Is there no mean that can be 


thought of to reclaim ſuch young wan- 
derers, and to fave them from ruin? Is 

there no antidote can be preſcribedagainſt 
the poiſon of bad principles, and a pro- 


fligate practice? Yes; the Society for pro- 


moting religious knowledge amongſt the 
poor, before whom I ſpeak, have deviſed | 
one of the beſt, vis, The inſtructing 
young people in the principles of the 
Soſpelof CHRIS r, and having their minds 
enriched with divine and ſaving know- 
ledge. They have been enabled, though 
yet in the infancy of their inſtitution, to 
open ſeveral ſchools, where thoſe parents 
who, from indigence, are unable to give 
their children education, may have them 
inſtructed in the principles of religion 
and morals. Can you be too thankful to 
Providence, ye fathers and mothers, for 
ſuch an inſtitution? Will you not take 
The benefit of 1 as to > get your little ones 
1 


„ 

made acquainted with he: way of ſalva- 
tion, and fortified againſt thoſe tempta- 
tions with which they are ſurrounded? 
Can you love them, and not endeavour | 
to ſave them from perdition ? Is it poſs 
fible that any parent can be ſo unkind 
and cruel as to wink at the ignorance, 
and to connive at the vices of their chil- 
dren ? And yet there is reaſon to fear that 
there are too many 
Inſtead of reſtraining their little ones from 
theft, encourage them in the commiſſion 
of it. GREAT Gep! can any of thy rea- 
| ſonable creatures be fo worthleſs and 
abandoned ? What a dreadful patch of 
 depravity and wickedneſs! Surely, if there 
is any one place in the fire of thy wrath 
hotter than another, it muſt be red 
for ſuch monſters! | 


. Rn diſhoneſty 


expoſe. the guilty to the aweful judge- 


ments of Gop. Perhaps they may get 
through life with a doubtful, nay even 
an unſuſpected reputation; but their rot- 
tenneſs and falſehood ſhall. be laid open 
at the cloſe of it. They may elude the 


* of the Is and the ſword of 
| | Juſtice; . 


of this character, who, 


1 


juſtice; but they cannot eſcape the wrath 
of the Almighty. A thief frequently 
breaks the jail where he is confined, and 


flies to a foreign country, where he drags 
out a weary life in bitterneſs and re- 


morſe ; but he cannot flee from himſelf, 
or beyond the reach of the Almighty. 


Gop can arreſt him in the moſt ſecret 


retired corner of his wide extended em- 


pire, and inflict upon him that puniſh- 
ment which he ſo juſtly merits. If a 
halter and a gibbet, then, will make no 
impreſſion upon you, O let the terrors 


of the Lord perſuade you! Realize theſe 
frequently to your imagination, and do 
not expoſe yourſelves to their weight. Do 


not flatter yourſelves, that the torments 


of the damned are a mere bugbear, fit 
only to impoſe upon old women and 
children, as ſome would make you be- 


lieve; they are the moſt terrible realities 
which can poſſibly be conceived. The 


rack and torture, thoſe ingenious contri- 


vances of human policy to render expir- 
ing life as agonizing as poſſible, are not 
once to be compared to them. There, we 


are told, by Divine authority, the worm 


_ dieth not, and the fire is not quenched ; there 


„ 
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16 6 1 
1 weeþing and wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth. 
Could I draw aſide the vail for a moment, 
and preſent to you thoſe wretched crea- 
tures that are ſuffering under the wrath 
of Gop, no other argument I preſutne : 
would be neceſſary to reſtrain you from 
diſhoneſty, And, is not their miſery as 
certain as if it were exhibited before your 
eyes? Is not the veracity of Gop more to 
be relied upon, than even your own ſenſes? 
Ought we not to give implicit credit to 
thoſe declarations which he hath publiſh- 
ed, from a principle of affection? I vill 
 forewarn you, ſaith our Lord, whom you ſhould 
fear: Fear not them that can hill the body, but _ 
are not able to kill the foul; but fear him who 
After he hath killed, hath power to caft into 
bell; yea, I ſay unto you, fear him. There- 
fore, let me addreſs you in the words of 
the text, Let him that flole, fleal no more. 
It is not too late to amend ; there is time 
il and ſpace given you for repentance. God i- 
11 not willing that any of us ſhould periſh, but 
hat all of us ſhould obtain everlaſting life. 
Noe is the accepted time; now is the day of 
J ſalvation. Though your fins be as ſcarlet, they 
hall be white as ſnow ; though they be red 


ke Os: oy * be as wool. F. lee to 
that. 
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that blood which cleanſeth from all fin, and 
is able to preſent you pure and without 
ſpot to Gop. Why ſhould you add to 
all your other guilt, a negle& of that 
falvation which is offered to your accept= _ 
ance ? A criminal may not be able to 
obtain a pardon from his Sovereign; but 
he ſhall certainly receive it frem Gop', 
if he makes a proper application. What- = 
ever ye ſhall oft i in my name, ſaith Chriſt, the 1 
Father will give you. Repent and be convert- f 
ed, that your fins may be blotted out, ny * 
ſhall receive the gi ift £4 the ny CO | 


E proceed, in the feind place, to give a 
. few directions, which, by the bleſſing of 
| Gop, may be of uſe to reſtrain you from 
_ diſhoneſty. And, 1/, Revere the Laws of 
_ Gop and of the Land, Repreſent them as 
ſtanding in your way, like the Angel in the 
road of Balaam to oppoſe his journey, and 
venture not to tranſgreſs them. Reflect 
upon the high authority from which they 
proceed, and dare not to deſpiſe it. Con- 
ider the laws as wiſely enacted for the 
peace and happineſs of ſociety, and that 05 
by tranſgreſſing them, you ſtrike at the 
root of every thing dear to mankind. 7 
. take 


12 1 
ale delight in the law of the To, faith the 
| Apoſt e, after the inward man. Give me un- 
 derftanding, prays the Pſalmiſt, and I /hall 
heep thy law ; yea 1 foall olſerve it with my 
whole heart, O how love I thy low! it i 
my meditation all the day. What is it that 
conſtitutes genuine chriſtians and good 
ſubjects? Is it not obedience to the laws 
of Gop and of man? Do we not forfeit 
the character of both, if our ſubmiſ— 
ſion is withheld? Without obedience, the 
warmeſt profeſſions, and the profoundeſt 
reſpect, are good for nothing. Accord- 
ingly our Loxp poſitively diſclaims the 
character of Maſter to thoſe who do not 
_ obſerve what he hath commanded. Why 
call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things © 
what 1 fay? Let me aſk, how would you 
like to be accounted the enemies of Gop, 
and peſts in ſociety? Are not theſe a- 
mongſt the moſt odious epithets which 
vou can poſlibly ſuſtain? Why would 
ven do any thing to juſtify the applic- 
ation of them? Why expoſe yourſelves 
to the reproach or to the puniſhment of 
a thief? Be aſſured, that the law will 
one day lay hold of you, and be a- 
venged of you for Wiens it; and 


1 

ſhould you eſcape the iron rod of juſtice, 
you cannot eſcape the ſtill ſeverer judge- 
ments of the Almighty. I am perſuad- 
ed that none would ever be guilty of 
theft, if they apprehended they were 
to be' expoſed either to ſhame or to 
| puniſhment. But they flatter them 

ſelves that they will never be detected; 
the vaineſt imagination which can creep 
into the breaſt. There is no wickedneſs - 
| fo ſecret, but two witneſſes are privy _ 
to it, Gop, and the Conſcience; and 
two witneſſes are ſufficient to condemn 
us. Let the law of Gop, therefore, be 
the invariable rule of your life and con- 
duct, and. dare not to depart from it for 
any confideration. All his commandments 
are holy, juſt and good; hide them in your. 
hearts, that you may not in againſ? him. The 
Lanes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the 
Heart; the judgements of the Lord are true, 
and righteous altogether. More to be defired = 
are they than gold, yea than much fine gold, 
faveeter alſo than Boney and the honeycomb. 
Moreover by them is thy ſervant <varned, and = 
1 25 * them there is a grep e. 
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My fecond advice is, Be careful to en | 
| gage in ſome lawful buſineſs, and pur- 


ſiue it with diligence. This is the Apo- 


ſtle's expreſs exhortation in the text, Let 


him that flole, fleal no more ; but rather let 


him labour, working with his hands the 


thing which is good, that he may have to give 
10 him that needeth, When Gop created 
man at firſt, he put him into the garden 


of Eden, to keep and dreſs it: Adam 
was not to be idle, even in a ſlate of in- 
nocence, but to be uſefully employed. 
Induſtry is one of the beſt guards to vir- 

tue, and one of the greateſt ſecurities 


_ againſt temptation, Had our firſt mae 
been engaged in their manual labour, I 
am apt to think that they would not have 
fallen ſo readily into the ſnare of the 
Tempter; but they wandered from their 
taſ towards the forbidden tree, at which 


they ſhould not have ſo much as look- 


ed. There are few things which have 


been productive of worſe. conſequences | 
than idleneſs : It involves men in ſtraits, 


it reduces them to poverty, it tempts 


them to. theft. The mind of man be- 


ing an active principle, if it is not ho- 


neſtly employed, it is ten to one but i it 
will 


[©] 


| will be ſet upon miſchief, Is it not in 


the head of the fluggard, and in the chair 


of the ſlothful, that vice is hatched, and 
wickedneſs is projected? Were they en- 
gaged in labour, the ſame criminal ſug- 


geſtions might not have ariſen in their 


minds, or if they had, they would pro- 
bably have checked and diſcouraged them. 

By taſting the ſweets and gain of in- 
duſtry, they would be under no tempt- 
ation to theft, and would hold it in ab- 

horrence. Where is it that eaſe and 

5 plenty and happineſs abound ? is it not 
in the habitation of the ſober, the in- 
duſtrious, and the good? Where is it that 

want and poverty and wretchedneſs pre- 

vail? is it not in the houſes of the idle 


and the ſluggard? By diligence and in- 


duſtry, men become independent, and 
acquire wealth and riches; they are not 
only enabled to ſupport themſelves and 
their families with credit and eaſe, but 


do aſſiſt the poor, and to relieve the ne- 
ceſſitous. By indolence and ſloth, many 


are reduced to want, and are forced as it 


were to become beggars and thieves, 


Hence, Solomon obſerves, That the hand 


| Y the — maketh rich ; but idlenefs ſhall 
| | clothe 


* 
clothe a man with rags. I went by the field 
of the ſlothful, and by the vineyard of the man 
void of underſtanding, and lo! it was all grown 
over with thorns, and nettles had covered the 
face thereof, and the flone-wall thereof was 
| broken down: Then I ſaw and conſidered it 
well; ¶ looked upon it, and received inflruc« - 
lion; yet a little ſleep, a little ſſumber, a little 
folding of the hands to ſleep ;. fo ſhall thy po- 
verty come as one that travelleth, and thy 
mant as an armed man. Piety and induſtry 
| ſeem to be nearly allied to each orher, 
and aſſiſt and promote one another ; ſo 
far from being enemies, they are the 
cloſeſt and the warmeſt friends, Hence 
the Apoſtle exhorts us, not to be flothful in 
buſineſs, but fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord, 
And another Apoſtle expreſsly affirms, - 
That he that provideth not for himſelf, and 
' eſpecially for thoſe of his own. houſe, hath de- 
nied the _ and is _ than an 1 
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8 My third direction is, Beende of co- 
vetouſneſs. This paſſion has ſometimes 
been the occaſion of diſhoneſty : by - 
ing an evil eye on the property of thy 
Wil © neighbour, a deſire after it may be con- 
il - ceived, which may become ſo ſtrong as 


/ 


4 23] | 
to | baffle the beſt of principles, and the 


ſtouteſt reſolution. Hence we read in the 


Old Teſtament hiſtory, that Achan firſt 


. wiſhfully looked upon a wedge of gold 


and a Babyloniſh garment; then he 


coveted it, and afterwards he ſtole it. 
Achab king of Iſrael. got poſſeſſion of 
the vineyard of Naboth by the ſame _ 
guilty means. Diſſatisfied with his large 
dominions, he conceived a ſtrong paſſion 
for the property of Naboth. His covet=- 


ouſneſs became ſo violent, that when 


he could not procure the vineyard by 
purchaſe or exchange, he conſented to 


put the proprietor to death. Poor Na- 


both muſt loſe his life, to gratify the 
covetouſneſs of a wicked prince! So dan- 


gerous it is to encourage a deſire after 


that which is another's, as it may lead us 


to be guilty of the groſſeſt crimes in or- 


der to gratify it. By being diſcontent- 


ed with out lot, and envious of that 


of our neighbour, we may give way to 


peeviſhneſs and chagrin, and be reſtleſs. 


_ and. unhappy until we have got poſſe _ 
ſion of the object of our defire. Make, 


therefore, a covenant with thine eyes, leſt 


0 hoy; ſhould eſtrange * heart from Gopb. 


Be 


— TS L 24 1 | 
Be contented with whatever. he hath con- 
ferred upon thee, and thou wilt never 
long for what is thy brother's; eſteem 
thy own enjoyments the fitteſt and the 
beſt, and thou wilt look with indifference 
upon all the world beſides. The Apoſtle 
Paul was ſtripped of every thing dear to 
him in this world, and was hunted up 
and down like a partridge upon the 
mountains; yet he learnt in whatſoever fate 
wherewith all to be content. The 1 uperior 
circumſtances of his perſecutors were 
nothing to him, and he beheld them 
without the {malleſt ſpark of _— 5 
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1 MyV 27 advices 18, Avoid: the company 
of the diſhoneſt. Evil communications have 
a direct tendency to corrupt good manners. 
Few people are proof againſt their influ- 
ence, and have been carried greater lengths 
than they meant to go. There are num- 
bers, I am afraid, whoſe buſineſs it is to 
ſeduce others into vice, and who encou- 
rage them in the commiſſion of it. 
Houſes of rendezvous, if I may ſo call 
them, are opened in every corner, where 
every art is uſed to betray the fimple, 
and to entice the virtuous. The proſpect 


4 
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_— cake wand profir is the great bale which 
is held forth to view, and will be preſſed 


with all its ſtrength. Hence we find a 


band of villains thus reaſoning in the 


firſt chapter of the book of Proverbs, 
Come, ſay they, to ſome innocent ſtranger, 


Caſt in thy lot amongſt us, let us all have one 
purſe ; be ſhall find all precious ft 7 ſtance, 


ave Hall fill our houfes with Jpoil. But it 


| follows, My ſon, walk not thou in the way 


with them; refrain thy foot from their path; 


or their feet run to evil, and make haſte to 


bed blood. Indeed you cannot be too 
jealous of evil doers, or too much upon 


your guard againſt them: avoid their 
baunts; ſhun their ſociety, as you would 


do death and hell; by. their influence 
and example, many young and virtu- 
ous have been completely ruined. Well 


| ſkilled in the arts of ſeduction, and ſear- 


ed as with a hot iron, they will endea- 


vour to ſtifle conſcience within thee, | 
and to ſilence all thy fears. Thy greateſt 


ſafety is to keep at a diſtance, and to loathe 


the garments ſpotted with iniquity ; if thou 
once liſteneſt to their ſpecious tale, and 


tampereſt with temptations, thou art un- 


5 done. O my foul: come not thou into their 
. ; . 1 


061 | 


* ino their aſſembly, mins honour, be 


thou not united, Conſider bad men as the 


enemies of thy peace and ſalvation, and 
avoid all manner rof intercourſe with ae . 


Theſe are ihe: beſt 1 Mi can think 
of; may Gop enable you to reduce them 


to ponctice! This ſubject, I am ſenſible, 


5 thing I have ſaid; but if there is any 
one in this audience who thinks himſelf 
pointed at, and whoſe conſcience pleads 
guilty, the diſcourſe was certainly in⸗ 


will be very unacceptable to ſome indi- 
viduals, and they will have heard i it with 


prejudice; but it is not the leſs uſeful 
and neceſſary. Should I ſeek to pleaſe men, 
£ ſhould not be the ſervant of Cbriſt. 1 __ 


had no particular perſon in view, in any 


tended for him, and he ſhould apply it 


to himſelf. The great object of all preach- 


ing is to awaken the ſecure, and to re- 


claim the profligate; and where theſe ende 


are re promoted, ry great point Is. i. 


1 enchide: the ial, T4 an 


addreſs to Parents. Permit me to re- 


mind you, that children are lent to you 
yr the ALMIGHTY, t that you may train 


154 2 


tat 


than: up t to : by comforts to yourſelves; . 


and uſeful in the world. You are an- 
 ſwerable to Gop, and to Society, for the 


inſtructions which you give them, and 


the example which you ſer before them. 
Breed in them a reverence for _Gop, for 
his Name, for his Word, for his Sabbath, 


for his Houſe. Suffer not a contempt of 


either of theſe, to eſcape your. obſervation, 


or the laſhes of your cenſure. Inculcate 


at all times a regard to Religion, to Juſ- 


tice, to Honeſty, to Truth. It depends 
upon you, under GoD, whether the riſ- _ 


ing generation be ſober and virtuous, or 
Wicked and graceleſs. You have the 
forming of their minds, and the inſpec- 
tion of their morals, to which you muſt 


pay the ſtricteſt attention. If the leſſons 


you inculcate are ſound and pure, and 


the reproofs which you adminiſter are 


ſeaſonable and diſpaſſionate, you have 
done your duty, and ſhall receive your 
reward: But if you are careleſs and 


negligent, remiſs and ſlothful, you will 
incur the diſpleaſure of the AzMtr6wey; 


and draw down the curſe of poſterity.” I 8 


cannot help attributing much of the vice 


and wickedneſs, and eſpecially the theft 


DP3. 


„„ 
and diſhoneſty which abound, to the 
careleſſneſs and inattention of parents. Is 
it poſſible that there would be ſuch a 
number of young creatures under ſixteen 
years of age addicted to theft and rob- 
bery, if their parents were at pains to 
point out the guilt and danger of thoſe 
erimes? Ye fathers and mothers, can you 
| be 0 unkind and cruel as to contribute 


to the ruin of your offspring? Can you be 


ſo void of natural affection, and of every 
principle of religion and humanity? But 
perhaps you plead inability to give your 
little ones that education which you with; 
your ſtraitned circumſtances in life pre- 
vent you from putting them to ſchool: 
But whatever apology this might have 
been formerly, it cannot now be ſuf. 
tained; That Society lately erected in this 
_ city, to which I formerly alluded, have 
ſupplied what you complain af and 
have appointed able Teachers to inſtruct 


your children in the principles of reli- 7 - 


gion and morals ; and that too, without = 
money, and without price. Amidſt all that 
diſſipation and profligacy with which the 
age too much abounds, there are not a 
few whoſe hearts are warmed with the 
_ love 


* 
love of CuRIST, and with an ardent zeal 
to promote the beſt intereſts of mankind. 
May Gon increaſe their number! The 
_ eſtabliſkment of Sunday Schools every 


where through the land, will be a memo- 


rable anecdote in the annals of this cen- 
tury, and will tranſmit the names of 


their worthy Founders to poſterity with 


reſpect and honour. Many thouſands 
will call them bleſſed. You are now 
without excuſe, ye fathers and mothers, 
if you ſuffer your little ones to continue 


| ſtrangers to the great things which be- 


long to their peace. Embrace with thanks- 
giving and joy, the precious opportunities 
which you have, of getting them made 
wiſe unto ſalvation, I beſeech you for 
your own ſake, for your childrens ſake, 
for Gop's ſake, to take advantage of the 
means of inſtruction, and oblige your 
little ones to attend them. Be careful 


that they are ſtrict and regular in their 
attendance, as the only way by which 


they can profit and improve. The minds 
of young people are often averſe to what 
is good, and to what gives them trouble. 
But this backwardneſs you muſt endea- 
vour to ſubdue by . by 


promiſes, 3 
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romites,” by rewards; and when theſs 
are ineffectual, by coorertion; and chaſtiſe- 
ment. Fooliſbngſi is bound up in the heart 


of a child, ſaith the wiſe man; but correfion 


will drive it out. And may ALMIGHTY: 


Gon, whole bleſſing giveth. efficacy to 
every mean, and to every inſtitution, 


crown your endeavours, and the pious 


labours of this Society, with bunden: = 
gels! Amen. | 


| „ | 
SUMMARY ACCOUNT 
8 ; 7 EN 


©.” Who Society in Scotland | for Promoting Religious 
8 Knowledge among the Poor. 


_ FT HE alarming decline of Religion, and the rapid 
| progreſs 92 immorality, particularly among the 
lower claſſes of men, ſome time ago ſuggeſted to a 
number of perſons in this city, the {idea of) making an 
attempt to counteract the growing evil. Convinced 
that its principal ſource was to be found in the total 
want of religious impreſſions on the hearts of the mul- 
titude, and that this in a great meaſure aroſe from 
their groſs and deplorable ignorance, their primary aim 
was to furniſh them with ſuch means of inſtruction 
as were beſt fitted to bring them to a juſt acquaintance 
with the Truths of Chriſtianity. For this purpoſe, they 
formed themſelves into A Society for promoting Re- 
© ligionus Knowledge among the Poor;' and after much 
_ conſultation, adopted the plan which ſcemed moſt like- 
ly to accompliſh that object. | re os 
They ſet out with diſtributing a number of Bibles, 
Teſtaments, and Religious Ireatiſes, calculated to con- 
vey to the uninformed, a clear and practical know- 
ledge of the doctrines and duties of the Goſpel. TO 
enforce the inſtructions, they afterwards proceeded, 
as their funds would permit, to inſtitute Catechetical 
Exerciſes, where, every Lord's Day Evening, all that 
ſhould chooſe to attend, might have an opportunity o 
hearing the Truths of Religion explained and applied. 
 Thele meaſures, even in the limited extent to which 
the Society have been enabled to carry them, they 


| - - have the ſatisfaction ro think, have been attended 


with confiderable ſucceſs. But beſides diſtributing as 
gifts, many Catechiſms of different kinds, and Reli- 


pious Treatiſes, as well as Bibles and Teſtaments, 


they have collected a ſmall Library of uſeful and 
practical religious books, which are ent out to thoſe | 
alt, | | 5 LY _ 
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who are diſpoſed to read them, but whoſe circum- 
ſtances put it out of their power to purchaſe them. 
Five Catechiſts for the inſtruction of the ignorant 


Poor, examined and recommended as excellently qua- 
lifed by Miniſters of character in the Church, are al- 


ready in their ſervice.— In Edinburgh, two Catechetical 


Exerciſes, one in the Engliſh, and one in the Erſe lan- 
uage, are carried on every Lord's Day Evening, the 
rſt in Carrubber's cloſe, the other in Blackfriars 


5 wynd, and are attended by numbers with every mark 


of ſeriouſneſs and attention. Another eſtabliſhed in 
the Diſtrict of Portſburgh, has been followed with 
equal ſucceſs. —At Perth and Dundee, two others have 
been inſtituted, both of them well.attended, and meet- 
ing with the countenance of the Miniſters and moſt 
reſpectable inhabitants. Meaſures are taken for inſti- 
tuting another at Leith; and ſeveral more are propoſed 


to de ſet up, as ſoon as the funds of the Society, and 
other circumſtances, will permit. 5 


Upon the inſtitution of the Society, the Miniſters in 
this city, and the neighbourhood, very readily gave it 
their countenance and ſupport ; and a number o 
them, being applied to, chearfully agreed to ſecond 
their intentions, by preaching-Sermons adapted to the 


- defign of the Society, once in every quarter of the year, 
in one of the churches of Edinburgh. The money 


collected upon theſe occaſions, is for the uſe of the | 
iy And it was their requeſt that theſe Sermons 
ſhould be particularly directed againſt the prevailing 


vices of the times. Several have already been preached; 
and Dr Johnſton, in compliance with the common re- 


queſt, which till now had not been agreed to, permit- 


ed the preſent diſcourſe to be publiſhed for their benefit. 


The Society are happy in acknowledging the conn- 


tenance and ſupport they have already received from 


the Public; and beg leave to aſſure them, it ſhall be 
their buſineſs and ſtudy, to apply every donation re- 


' ceived in ſuch manner as may moſt effectually promote 
the important objects of this inſtitution. 
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Mr Robert Hunter, Aer 1 

Mr George Hyſlop, hatter, Dalkeith. 

Rev. Mr James Hall. 

Rev. David Johnſton, D. D. 

Rev. Mr Thomas 8. Jones. | 
Mr James Johnfton, merchant, Alloa. 120 


Hon. Mrs Kerr. | 
Rev. Mr John Kemp. 


Mr William Kerr, Gedern poll Oltice, 175 


Right Hon. Earl of Leven. 201001 

Right Hon. Counteſs of Leven. 

Miſs Leſlie. 

Mr James Lata, ſurgeons, A uy cali e 
Right Hon. Jane Mackenzie. 7 8 
Sir William Murray of Touchadam, ban. 
Lady Mitchell. 

Robert Scott Moncrieff, Eq; banker, Ghſgow, | 
Mrs Macleod of Macleod: | | 5 


Mrs Captain Melvil. „5 at 


Mr John Moncrieff, Apdchersty. 
Mr Daniel Miller, merchant. 
Mr William N merchant. 


— 


N 


Mr Ebenezer Maſon, meeckage: | 
Mr Chriſtopher Moubray, caſhier to the Friendly 
Inſurance-Office Society. 

Mr John Muir, ironmonger. | 
Mr Francis Marſhall, merchant. 
Mr Miers. 


Mr Adam Neal, merchant, Glaſer. Z 
Mr David Niven, teacher, 


John Ogilvie, Eſq; of Carron-houſe. - 
Mr James Ogilvie of the Cuſtoms. 
Mrs Ormiſton. 


Lady Pringle. 

Rev. Mr James Pedie. 

Mr John Pitcairn, merchant. 

Mr Alexander Pitcairn, inſurance-broker. SIR 
Mr William Pattiſon, merchaat. 
Mr John Paterſon, taylor. 

Mr Robert Pitcairn, writer. 


Mx William Pattiſon, nicht. caged 


Right Hon. Lord Ruthven, 
Lady Lockhart Roſs. 
Profeſſor James Robertſon, .D. D. - 
© Rev. Mr Thomas Randall. 
Mrs Riddell. 15 5 
Mrs Robb. 
Mrs Robertſon. 
Mr Walter Ruſſel, mls, Edinburgh. 
Mr James Ruſſel, uphollterer. a | 
Mr 'Fhomas Ruthven, writer. 
Mr William Raeburn, perfumer. 
Rev. Mr William Simpſon. 
Mr William Swanfton, writing- maſter. | 
Mr James Scott, merchant. ; 
Mrs Stuart. 
Mr James Simpſon, bien 


John Thornton, Eſq. - | 

Mr David Thomſon, merchant. \ 
Mr James Thomſon, writing-maſter. =, Oh 
Mr Thomas Trotter, merchant. 


Mr John Tawſe, writer, 


. 


+: 
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Mr John Thomſon, merchant. 2 
Mr Henry Tod, upholſterer. 725 
w Robert Wellwood, Eq | 
Mrs Walker. | 
Bruce Williamſon, Eſq; 0 | 
Mr Robert Wilſon, writing- maſter. 
Mr David Williſon, printer. 
Mr Alexander Walker. | 


Y Mr John Hall Feat merchant 


n 


Rt. Hon. EARL of LEVEN, Profi: of the "ml 
WILLIAM GaLLOWAx, Eſq; Vice-Profident. 
Mr Horarius CANNAN, Secretary. , 
Mr Joun Moncr1trr, Treaſurer. 

nn We PITCA IRN, Librarian. 


| Committee of Managers. 


Mell. James Ogilvie. Neff. James Bonar. 
David Thomſon. _ James Forreſt. 
William M. Lean. PDaniel Miller. 
Alexander Bonar. John Fairbairn, 
Andrew Hamilton. Alexander Bruce. 
Alexander Pitcairn. Ebefezer Maſon. 


| N B. A Copy of the Society Rules, which are 

printed, may be had by applying to the Secretary or 
Treaſurer; and thoſe who intend to favour them with 
their Donations or Legacies, will pleaſe expreſs parti- 
cularly, ** The Society in Scotland for ,promoting Re- 
40 _ Knowledge e the Poor.“ „ | 


Donations are received by 


Veſt: Mansfield Ramſay and Company, Bankers. 
Bertram Gardner and Company, Aan, | 
William Galloway, Merchant. 
William Creech, Bookſeller. 
| Daniel Miller, Merchant, Canongate. 
Alexander Pitcairn, Inſurance- broker. 
"24 Lora Moncrieff, Apothecary. 

oratius 8 Clerk to the Signet. 


